THE INDIAN HUNTER 


Divide the audience into eight groups. Assign a character role 
to each. Have them rehearse their parts once. As each character 
is mentioned, the group stands up, shouts the proper response, 
and sits down. Read the story 


CHIRE ii hel cans Nbe “Me empty” 
BRAVE . stele sos te pali “Ki-yi” 
PONY suc. sia obi “Clip. clop, clip-clop” 
Bow AND Arrow i bait A ““Switisssssh’”’ 
FIRE .. “Crackle, crackle” 
TomM-ITom bday ý “Boom, boom” 
NortTH WIND. “Whooo, whooo” 
DEER. .. i “Scitter, scatter” 


Many moons ago in the land of the Plains Indians—the tribes 
of the Pawnee, Arapaho, Cheyenne, and Kiowa—there was a 
village that was in trouble. For many days no rain had fallen, 
and the crops were drying up. The buffalo and the DEER had 
gone north to seek better water holes. Their very existence de- 
pended on the securing of fresh meat. 

The CuikF called a conference of all the male members of the 
village. They all gathered around the FIRE as the TomM-Tom 
sounded the call. When all were present, the CHIEF looked 
around the circle. It was complete, even to his own son, a BRAVE 
of just nineteen harvests. They discussed their problem until 
the Fire dwindled to smoky red ashes. Finally, the BRAVE 
stood up and said that the only way was for a true-blooded 
member to go far off where the DEER were grazing and return 
with food for the village. He himself would go. 

Early the next morning the BRAVE mounted his Pony. As the 
ToM-Iom sounded, the BRAVE waved to his father, the CHIEF, 
and rode off on his PONY into the NorTH WIND. 

Onward the trail led with the BRAVE and the Pony getting 
weak. The Norru WIND howled with glee. Finally, he came 
upon a small water hole. There, drinking, were two fine DEER. 
The Brave tethered his PoNy, aimed his Bow AND ARROW, 
and let fly two direct hits. 


hike 


The BRAVE started back to the village with the two DEER 
strapped to the Pony’s back. Southward they trod and the go- 
ing was slower and slower. Despite his great hunger, the BRAVE 
ate very sparingly, for he knew his people were depending on 
him. Finally, he came upon a scout from the village, The In- 
dian sounded his ToM-TomM, signaling the CHIEF and the peo- 
ple that the BRAVE and his Pony had returned. 


| That night there was great rejoicing as the tribe gathered 

| around the FIRE, each eating a welcome slice of DEER. The 
BRAVE told his story to the CHIEF and his people. This story of 
his Pony and his Bow AND ARROW is relived today in Indian 
dance legend to the sound of the Tom-Tom. 


“WHEN I DO, YOU DO” APPLAUSE 


Give the order: “When I applaud, you applaud—when I don’t, 
you don’t.” Go through several false motions to see if you can 
catch the group napping. 


A CHEER 


Ask everyone to stand up and applaud. Then, with heads 
thrown back and chests puffed out, shout, “Pack (Troop or 
Post) ... ..... (number) of the Boy Scouts of America.” 


“WHAT ARE WE, GANG?” 


Early in the meeting, explain that whenever you ask, “What 
are we, gang?” the group is to answer, “One big happy family,” 
followed by a throat-slitting gesture accompanied by a loud 
gutteral noise. 


23 


